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BLACK WORKER PICKS UP THE GUN AT CHRYSLER; A YEAR 

LATER, JURY ACCEPTS INSANITY PLEA 

by Brian Flanigan 

The Fifth Estate/LIBERATION News Service 

DETROIT (LNS) --The people won a victory on 
Friday, May 21, when James Johnson Jr., a 36 year 
old black worker, was found not guilty by ’’reason 
of insanity*’ in the fatal shooting of three men 
at the Chrysler Corporation’s Eldon Avenue Gear 
5 Axle Plant last July 15. 

After deliberating for less than four hours, 
the jury of eight women and four men- -eight blacks 
and four whites--reached the unanimous verdict. 
Johnson was charged with first-degree murder of 
two foremen (one black and one white) and a white 
jobsetter. 

On July 15, 1970, after being told he was 
suspended, Johnson left the Eldon plant and re- 
turned a short while later with an M-l carbine. 

Three years work in the plant had pushed him be- 
yond his stress limit and he responded by shooting 
Hugh Jones, Gary Hines, and Joe Kowalski. 

From the trial’s beginning, Johnson’s defense 
attorneys, Kenneth Cockrell of the League of 
Revolutionary Black Workers, and Justin Ravitz of 
the Motor City Labor League, said that Johnson’s 
mental condition was the product of a society that 
had weakened his stress capacity and then heaped 
greater and greater strains on him until he snap- 
ped. 

’’Every single human being has a mental break- 
ing point," said Ravitz in his opening statement. 

"We are all capable of going berserk under a given 
set of circumstances .... We are going to ask you to 
consider the life history of James Johnson, and 
apply it to the situation that drove him to these 
acts . " 

James Johnson, the oldest of five children, 
was bom in Starkville, Miss, in 1934. Ilis family 
lived on a cotton "plantation." The family house 
was a two-room hut--one kitchen, one bedroom-- 
without running water. One outhouse was shared 
by all the families on the plantation. 

Life on the plantation was hard. During the 
harvest everyone, including the children, spent, 
long hours in the field. The children were forced 
to miss large parts of the school year. They never- 
had enough food or clothing. In the winter James’ 
mother would sew rags together to make quilts for 
the children. 

But it wasn’t the plantation alone that in- 
stilled the seeds of Johnson’s "mental illness." 

When he was nine years old, Johnson saw the bullet- 
riddled body of his first cousin who had been killed 
by a mob of whites. His cousin's body was missing 
an arm and a leg and the face had been smashed 
beyond recognition. 

At the age of 12, Johnson began to have what 
his mother called "spells." He hallucinated strange 
voices, especially at night, and developed an in- 
tense fear of death. In 1953, in order to escape 
the plantation and get an education, Johnson moved 


to Mt. Clemens, right outside of Detroit, to live 
with his aunt. 

Mien he was 22, James Johnson joined the Army, 

In the service lie become more withdrawn than ever. 

His hallucinations increased. While serving in 
Germany, he was accosted by another soldier and 
panicked over fears of homosexuality. The voices 
he heard became more frequent. 

James began to see an Army doctor. After less 
than two years of service he was granted a discharge , 
Upon returning to Mt . Clemens, he got a job as a 
porter at Selfridge Air Force Base. His pay was $ 
a week . 

James began working as a cook’s helper at a 
scotch and sirloin restaurant in 1961. According to 
the testimony of Bud Cherbau, the manager, and 
Horace Hunter, a waiter in the restaurant, James 
would become extremely pressured and frightened when 
when the place got crowded. When it became too heavy, 
they would move James to the front toilet to cool 
off. In 1964, under pressure to move the food orders 
faster, James stabbed Hunter with a 10-inch butcher 
knife. Hunter told the police later that James 
"looked like he was going crazy." A year later, 
when asked by the police if he wanted to prosecute. 
Hunter said that James "needed help, not prosecution," 

Three years later, James Johnson began working 
at the Eldon Avenue plant. A person with an in- 
tense fear of death was placed in a plant that had 
recently taken the lives of two black women, Mamie 
Williams and Rosa Logan, and then the life of a 
young, black Vietnam veteran, Gary Thompson. James 
was in a dangerous place and he knew it. 

A lonely human being who had a constant fear of 
being picked on was faced with a racist foremen, 
speeded-up production lines, unsafe working con- 
ditions, improper equipment, "missing" timecards, 
and the day-to-day harassment of life in a Chrysler 
plant . 

On July 15, 1970, James Johnson was pushed far 
beyond his frayed capacity to endure stress. Being 
told that he was "suspended" for arguing with his 
foreman, and receifing no support from his U.A.W. 
"representatives," was the last straw. He responded 
in the only way lie knew how. He killed. 

In his closing argument, Avery Weiswasser, whose 
stumblebum prosecution in the Algiers Motel case 
freed the cops charged with murder, referred to 
Johnson several times as a "nut". Weiswasser, who 
earlier in the trial had called black workers at 
Eldon "the black boys," finished his argument with 
these words: 

"James Johnson isn't insane. He never was insane 
He is just a big baby." 

Kenneth Cockrell of the defense discarded his , 
prepared summation and expressed his distaste for 
Weiswasser for referring to someone who is mentally 
sick as a "nut" or a "big baby". Weiswasser was 
not representing the people of the State of Michigan, 
he said, but rather a part of the people: "the power 
structure." Cockrell recalled the role played in 
the trial by each person, from judge to jury, and 
asked the jury to temper their decision "with mercy 
and reason." Judge Robert Colombo reportedly called 
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Cockrell* s words "the best closing argument I have 
ever heard." The jury apparently agreed. 

Through an examination of Johnson's history, 
and the testimony of Dr, Clement Fitzgerald, a black 
psychiatrist, the defense showed that their are 
deep emotional scars that result from being black, 
and a worker, in America, 1971. The trial also 
brought to full light the brutal working conditions 
in Detroit's modern auto plants. 

But although the verdict was a victor}' for the 
black workers who are struggling to organize for 
power in plants like Eldon Avenue Gear 5 Axle, James 
Johnson was not a winner. He will be committed to 
the Ionia State Hospital for the Criminally Insane. 

- -30- - 

(Thanx to the Fifth Estate for reading this story 
to us over the phone. If you've got news, why don’t 
you read it to us over the phone.) 

★ ■********;*ry*** , ***-^**-;Ar**- + ** *-***** r * + A * y * r * *c ~k k <r - 1 * tr ■*: 

JAILED AND TORTURED FOR SIX YEARS: 

"I AM VERY GLAD TO SEE THAT WE ARE NOT ALONE IN THE 
FIGHT FOR PEACE" 

j-^^.^hi^ad^lghia Free Press/ LIBERATION News Service 

Dinh Thi Huong is a 46 gear old woman from South 
Vietnam who traveled many miles on foot from South 
Vietnam > norths and across the Pacific Ocean to 
come to the Indochinese Women 9 s Conference in Canada 
in April . She is a member of the Women 9 s Union for 
the Liberation of South Vietnam • The personal his- 
tory which follows was spoken in Vietnamese to the 
women who came and translated into English by Trinh 
Van Anh . ] 

My parents died when 1 was a little girl. My 
sister is in the Liberation Front; my younger broth- 
er is a teacher in the liberated zone. Another 
sister was killed in a U.S, operation with her young 
daughter, four years old, and with another four wo- 
men in my village. My daughter is in jail in South 
Vietnam. She was first in jail when she was 13 years 
old. She was released soon after because she was 
too young. Two years later she was imprisoned again. 
The third time she was put m jail she underwent 
many kinds of toture. Juiy 1969 was the last time 
she was jailed and I ha/e heard nothing from her 
since then. 

I, myself, am a housewife, We live on clothes 
weaving. I was in jail from November 1955 until 
April 1961. I was in eight jails in South Vietnam, 
including Con Son, I will tell you what I have wit- 
nessed. 

In the village, as I said, I was a housewife, 
but the U.S. and Saigon suspected I was pare of an 
organization They tortured me They planted pins 
in my finger tips and used a stick to move the p*ns 
around. I was tortured with electric shock applied 
to my fingers, nipples, arid genitals They used 
water mixed with lime. They forced me to drink it 
and stood on my bell\ until the water was forced out 
with much blood. They forced me to fall until I was 
black and blue all over my body. 

I was detained thirty months in a cell thne 

L T BERAT 1 0 ~N ^^"SeTTTc e f " 


meters by a half meter [approximately ten feet by 
one and a half feet] 7 here were 15 to 18 persons 
in it, men and women* together, without clothing. 
Sometimes there were 28 persons They relieved 
themselves in a small pail which' they hung in the 
cell. V’c were not allowed to take baths. Every 
day some prisoners died in a cell One day five 
prisoners died m a cell. One died at five in the 
morning; - they d-d not take his body out of the cell 
until 7 night. That's why we called these cells 
"He 1 ! on - Earth". Most of my friends Hied there „ 

Many were surprised that I lived. 

The next prison was Con Son, a small island. 

I was detained there 30 months. Two womert were with 
me with small children, and one woman was pregnant 
She gave birth to a child in prison. She had beau- 
tiful long hair when she was arrested, She had to 
cut her hair and sell it co the soldiers' wives on 
the island tc pay for the birth of her baby. Also 
with me were five old women 50 to 55 years old. 

Four were Catholic* 

On May 19, 1957, I was detained in a dark cell 
with another 17 women. I was underground, <x cave, 
two and a half meters by one meter in si^e [approx- 
imately eight feet by three feet] , It was complete- 
ly black; there were only two small holes. We were 
denied oui clothes. We ate, urinated, and relieved 
ourselves al). in the same place.. Once a week we 
were allowed to carry the excrement out of the cell. 

I was given just one quarter liter [approximately 
Jight ounces] of water every 24, hours. Nothing was 
given us for menstruation and no bathing was allow- 
ed. 

Then I was transferred to two more prisons. 

In one, I could not lie down freely because my cell 
was toe small., Also they tied my hands. I was al- 
lowed to have clothing, but no baths. From time to 
time, I was taken to the torture room. After 17 
months, I was sent to another prison, Fu Lai. In 
Fu Lai prison I was tortured with electricity until 
I *as unconscious, and ethers were brought in to 
look at me. They hung ine to my cell with my arms 
tied behind me until I was unconscious. They used 
here a special water torture; they forced salt 
water down me and sealed my mouth and stood on my 
belly with their boots to force the water- out of me 
and 1 emitted blood I was allowed no clothing 
and the) - fettered my wrists and feet. 

I was told there were 5,000 prisoners in the 
prison. In my war there were 500 women and lb child- 
ren, newly bom babies to 4 or 5 years old, These 
children were sick and were only skin and bone, 

Many of them died. Also, there were three old wo- 
men, 70 , 73, and 75. They were, in jail for more 
tli an one year They were suspected of participa- 
tion in the peace movement 

Why was I released? I was found not guilty. 

They had suspected me of belonging to an anti -Amer- 
ican organization. During the j mprisonment they 
forced me to salute the Saigon flags and shout pat- 
riotic slogans T refused to do so The women of 
South Vietnam have suffered very much I 1 was just 
flesh and bone, and affected bv many diseases. 

7 hey released me to my village with the hope that 
they could threaten and, intimidate people 1 was 
49 kilos in weight when arrested [approximately 
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107 pounds], I was 34 kilos [74 pounds] when re- 
leased. In the prisons I have observed U.S. ad- 
visors that work with the police in the prisons. 

When I was released, my people in my vil- 
lage took very good care of me, and took me to 
hospitals. I feel better now, but my health is 
still very weak. My personal story is just a small 
part of what the South Vietnamese women have to 
bear. 

You know, in my village when the U.S. troops 
come, they kill everyone they see. In the hamlet 
Khan Tai troops herded 33 women and children into 
a hut and set fire to it, burning them all. In a 
village near mine, Bhun An, 240 civilians were kil- 
led by U.S. and Saigon troops. 

Dear brothers and sisters, you see we have no 
other alternative in South Vietnam. We fight for 
peace and independence. Before I was arrested, I 
was a civilian in the village. But after my im- 
prisonment, I joined with other women ir my vil- 
lage to fight for independence. I joined with the 
people to fight against the Americans. 

In Con Son in 1970, more than 800 prisoners 
died. In 1967, Cay Dua prison had two sections of 
2.000 prisoners. In October, 1970 there were ten 
sections with 28,000 prisoners, and the prison has 
been surrounded by barbed wire and electric lights, 
and they have planted fields of mines. In this pri- 
son the worst tortures go on. They pour gasoline 
on their bellies and bum them. They put them in 
bags of sand and expose them in the sun. Six hun- 
dred thirty died there in 1969 alone. Sometimes 
they even poison the food and water. 

I was assigned to come with sisters Phan Minh 
Hien, Vo Thi The, and Nguyen Thi Xiem to Canada to 
talk to you. It was the first time I had passed 
through Hanoi. I am very glad to see that we are 
not alone in the fight for Peace. When I go back 
to my country, I will report to my village your 
support . 

-30- 

*************************************************** 

BLACK TEENAGER GUNNED DOWN BY NIGHTRIDERS 
IN MISSISSIPPI 

DREW, Mississippi (LNS) --Jo Etha Collier, 18, gradu- 
ated from Drew High School on May 25. On her wav 
home from the graduation ceremony, she was shot in 
the neck and killed by a bullet fired from a 
speeding car. 

"She was black, that was the reason she was 
shot down," said Mrs Fannie Lou Hamer, a veteran 
civil rights worker sho was with Jo when she was 
killed. In a telegram to President Nixon, Mr. 

Aaron Henry, president of the Mississippi branch 
of the NAACP said, "There was no provocation and 
no words were passed. It is doubtful they knew Miss 
Collier. They were apparently out to kill a black, 
any black. 

Three white men were arrested in Cleveland, a 
town near Drew, Miss., early the next morning. Wayne 
Parks, 23, of Drew; his brother Wesley Parks, 2b, 
of Memphis ,Tenn and their nephew, Allen Wilkenson, 


19, also of Memphis were all charged with first degree 
murder. 

Henry has called the killing part of a recent 
campaign to intimidate voter registration workers. 

He said that northern black college students who 
have been working on black voter registration 
in the Mississippi Delta have been "plagued with 
automobile tires being cut, bomb threats and abuses of 
of all kinds." 

Over 200 black candidates are currently running 
for local, county, and state offices with several 
hundred more expected to file before the fall elect- 
ions. Many aTe expected to win a number of positions 
formerly held by whites, especially in the heavily 
black northern Delta area of Mississippi. Drew, the 
scene of much civil rights activity during the 60* s 
is about one hundred miles north of Jackson, in the 
heart of the Delta farmland. 

The night after the murder a number of black 
youths began throwing stones at passing cars. Drew ! s 
mayor, W.O .Williford, called the highway patrol 
for help and set an 8 P.M. curfew. Local residents 
said they saw the mayor walking the streets with a 
shotgun . 

The next day black residents of Drew and 
Ruleville, a neighboring town, staged a silent march 
protesting the murder. Fannie Lou Hamer described 
how the town's whites reacted to the march. "It 
looked like an armed camp. They all had machineguns 
and loaded rifles. I never saw anything like it. 

After all we (the demonstrators) hadn't committed 
a crime. The girl had been killed and she was black." 

FBI agents and officials of the public relations 
division of the Justice Department arrived on the 
scene shortly after the march. While the agents 
conducted their investigation, the Justice Depart- 
ment's P.R. people button-holed the mayor. Local 
residents say they brought about a dramatic shift 
in the mayor's behavior. He started to leave his 
gun at home, and a few days later attended the 
funeral and praised the black marchers for remain- 
ing peaceful. One Mississippian said that the fed- 
eral officials were afraid the black community 
would explode if there was any more white provo- 
cation . 

Jo Etha Collier's funeral was held on May 30. 

Six hundred people gathered inside the Drew High 
School auditorium for the service while another 
900 listened quietly outside to the public address 
system. Afterwards Aaron Henry said, "This wave of 
crime where whites are killing blacks must be 
stopped. If we can't get a positive answer from 
federal authorities .. .well , blacks are no longer 
willing to allow something like this to happen 
without retaliation." 

Jo Collier's mother is a domestic and has 7 
more children. Contributions can be sent c/o 
Fannie Lou Hamer, 721 James St., Ruleville, Miss. 

-30- 
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[Note to Editors: In this packet we are begin- 

ning a series of articles entitled "Women and 
Their Bodies”. The articles, sent to us by the 
Ithaca N.Y. Women's Health Project, are lectures 
that have been presented in the Ithaca community 
since Fall, 1970. There are about ten more 
articles in the series. We felt that this very 
straightforward description of female anatomy 
and the accompanying graphic lays out alot of ba- 
sic reference information and therefore, is a 
good way to start.] 

WOMEN AND THEIR BODIES: ANATOMY 

LIBERATION News Service 

(Editor's Note: The following is taken from 

the first lecutre in a series of health talks put 
together by the Ithaca N.Y . Women's Health Proj- 
ect. The other lectures cover contraception > 
sexuality 3 menstruation , women and the health 
industry j socialization 3 venereal disease > men- 
opause y etc. For information on setting up your 
own women's health class contact the project 
c/o Linda Gleich 404 Eddy St.j Ithaca > N.Y . 

14350.) 

The genital organs of a woman are in two 
groups--the external, easily visible genitalia 
which are given the genereal name Vulva, or 
covering, and the well-protected internal re- 
productive organs. All of the reproductive or- 
gans are present in the female body before birth; 
they do not just spring into existence at pu- 
berty. It is at puberty, though, that a woman's 
body begins to develop these organs in full. 

The external genital parts include: 

Mons Veneris : The Latin name means Mount of 

Venue. This romantic sounding label refers to a 
cushion of fat over the head pubic " bone at the 
bottom of the pelvic girdle. From adolescense on 
this area is covered with public hair. 

Labia Majora : They are the major lips--folds of 

fat tissue that lie on either side of the vaginal 
opening. In children, these lips cover the gen- 
ital area almost completely, but in mature women, 
the lips spread apart and the skin under the 
pul) lie hair becomes moist and delicate. 

Labia Minora : These are the smaller lips and are 

made of sensitive reddish folds of tissue between 
the large lips. When a woman becomes sexual llv 
excited, these lips become slightly erect. They 
join in front forming the prepuce, which partial- 
ly covers the clitoris. 

Cl l toris : This is the most sexually sensitive of 

the genitals. It is located just above the u- 
rethral opening. The clitoris is a homologous or 
corresponding organ to the penis in the male. 

Like the penis, the clitoris responds to tactile 
or mental sexual stimulation by becoming slight- 
ly enlarged and erect. It is the focal point of 
female orgasm, being much more sensitive than the 
inner walls of the vagina, for example, which 
contain relatively few nerve endings 

Urinary Meatus : This is the outlet for the urine 

from the bladder. It lies just above and entire- 
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lv separate from the vagina, and resembles a 
rounded dimple with a slit in it. 

Hymen : This is an elastic membrane located at 

the entrance to the vagina projecting from the 
vaginal wall. Hymen is the name of the mythical 
Greek g°d of marriage. The belief that the 
presence of the hymen is proof of virginity is 
as much of a legend as the story of the god. This 
membrane varies in thickness in different women; it 
may be relatively tough or very thin; it may even 
be virtually absent from birth. There is evidence 
that the biological function of the hymen is to 
protect the vagina from infection during the years 
before puberty when the vaginal walls are not yet 
producing sufficient protective secretions. First 
intercourse may be either be painless or difficult if 
the hymen is intact, depending on the thickness 
of the membrane. Some women have the hymen stretched 
by a doctor beofre attempting intercourse. 

There is no reason for a woman not to stretch her 
own membrane, however. It is extremely easy to 
insert a finger into the vagina everyday and exert 
a little pressure on each side of the entrance. 

After a while the opening will permit the entrance 
of two fingers; when this is the case, first in- 
tercourse hardly ever causes pain. Reluctance to 
perform this simple exercise has . stemmed, partly 
from a myth widely shared by both women and men-- 
that a woman is supposed to feel pain and to shed 
blood during her first experience with sexual in- 
tercourse. This is simply not true. Many women 
are also reluctant to explore their own bodies, 
and this fear too is reinforced by our culture. 

Pelvic Girdle : This is where the internal repro- 

ductive parts are all housed. It's a circular fun- 
nel-shaped brace of bone that extends from the 
hip bones to just above the legs where the thighs 
meet. All of the soft internal organs are found 
at the level of the lowest vertebrae; it is only 
during pregnancy that the uterus expands to reach 
above the level of the hips. 

Vagina : This means sheath in Latin. It's located 

between the bladder and the rectum and is from 
four to five inches long. Its elastic walls are 
made of muscle tissue and touch each other in 
repose. The walls stretch considerably during in- 
tercourse and even more during childbirth Tiny 
glands in the vaginal walls secrete a self-cleansing 
and lubricating film of moisture. Although the 
external lips of the vagina are highly sensitive, 
its inner walls are not. The vagina ends in pockets 
of muscle tissue around the cervix. 

Bartholin Glands : They're found near the external 

opening of the vagina. Near the vaginal opening 
is a concentration of sensory nerves. A constric- 
tor muscle which can be tightened or relaxed at 
will in response to signals from these sensory 
nerves, encircles the opening. Embedded in this 
constrictor muscle are two tiny glands, the 
Bartholin They contribute an additional vaginal 
lubricant chiefly upon sexual stimulation. 

Uterus: The uterus^ or ^omb , lies between the 

bladder and the lower intestine. In a woman who has 
never been pregnant, the uterus is about 3 inches 
long and 2 inches across at the widest point. It 
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remains slightly enlarged after each pregnancy. 
Shaped rather like a near, the uterus rends 
slightly forward at the top while the lower, 
narrower protion points down and hack toward the 
spine. In some women the top of the womb may 
be tipped either too far forward- -a condition 
called anteflexion- -or backward, retroversion. 
Either condition may cause problems during preg- 
nancy, abortion, and with certain methods of 
birth control. Though the uterus is normally 
very small, it can expand, as we know, to hold 
5 or 6 babies. The walls of the uteius are made- 
up of elastic fibers intertwined with powerful 
muscle fibers which contract forcefully in 
labor to expel the baby. The inside of the 
uterus is lined with a thick spongy tissue called 
the endometrium. This tissue is sloughed off 
roughly once a month as the menstrual flow, 
unless pregnancy occurs. 

Cervix : That’s the lower muscular part of the 

uterus which extends into the vagina. 

The cervical canal acts as a 
passage between the uterus and the vagina; the 
opening into the vagina is the external mouth. 

This opening is round before the first preg- 
nancy and slit shaped afterwards, 

Oviducts : They’re also known as the Fallopian 

tubes and are attached at the top of the uterus. 
Each oviduct extends about 4 inches toward an 
ovary, hut is not attached directly to the o- 
vary. Instead the oviduct canal has a trumpet- 
like opening rimmed with finger- like fringes close 
close to the ovary. An egg is wept from the 
ovary into the tube by this fringe; waves of 
muscular contraction of the oviduct then move 
the egg downstream toward the womb. It is dur- 
ing this passage, inside the shelter of an ovi- 
duct, that an egg may be fertilized. 

Ovaries : The ovaries, or female gonads lie on e 

either side oi the uterus. At puberty, hormonal 
secretions carried by the b iocd-s i ream signal 
to the ovary and the eggs, which are present 
from birth, begin to develop. Every woman is 
born with from 100,000 10 600,000 immature egg 
cells. After puberty, several follicles pre- 
pare themselves to release an egg daring each 
menstrual cycle, hut usual Jv only one egg is 
released per cycle. This process is called 
ovulation I be ovaries perform ar.ot.ner impor- 
tant function; they release I ono/ie? winch 
affect the development of the tudometuum (the 
3 i n i n g ) in the ut eras 
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DISMAYED KITH SMUCKER’S? UNHAPPY WITH WELCH'S? 

TRY YOUR OWN STRAWBERRY JAM 

June is strawberry n,onth . Here's a recipe for 
strawberry jam. 

Clean 4 cups of strawberries. Crush them in 
a heavy large saucepan. Add 1 package Sure-Jell 
and about 3/4 cup water. Bring to a hard boil 
over high heat, stir occasional 1}’ with a wooden 
spoon. Add 2 1/2 cups honey. Bring to a fast 
rolling boil (ii boils up in the pot), and boil 
while stirring tur one minute. 

Remove the pan from heat and stir the mixture 
down , Skim off the foam with metal spoon. Stir 
then skim repeatedly until all the bubbles are 
gone. Pour into sterilized glasses or jars and 
seal with melted parafin, 

To sterilize jars--get out a big pot, put 
about an inch of water into it. Fill jars 3/4 
full of water and put them in the pot. Boil 
about 15 minutes. 

Melt parafin in a can over hot or boiling 
water, not over direct heat--it is very flammable. 

Strawberries are very low in pectin (that’s 
what makes it gel) which is why Sure-Jell is used. 
You can get natural pectin by combining strawberries 
with apples, crab apples , quinces, red currants, 
gooseberries, plums, or cranberries. Then you also 
have to boil it for a longer time-- 12-15 minutes. 
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23 PEOPLE BUSTED IN BOWLING GREEN 
FOP ANTI-ROTC ACTION 

BOWLING GREEN, Ohio (LNS) -- Following in the 
footsteps of the court in its twin city, Kent, 

23 indictments were handed down in Bowling Green, 
Ohio, May 27, for an anti-ROTC action which took 
place May 18. 

The indictments, all for ’’unlawfully and 
willingly disturbing a lawful gathering,” (a mis- 
demeanor) are felt by people to be ’’token harrass- 
ment charges”, given as a warning against further 
demonstrati ons . 

The action was against the ROTC President’s 
Review where the ROTC members annually parade be- 
fore the president of the University. Fifteen 
bundled people moved out onto the field and stopped 
the review from taking place. They then took the 
ROTC bu j 1 ding , 

Two nar r *5 were spotted and people left the 
building and marched them 

off campus: As they were returning to the ROTC 

building 300 people and 23 riot control police 
square- J •“■ft. But nothing happened and after a few 
tense moments the riot control police took back 

t !u- bail ling. William Kunstler spoke later 
that ii’gbt. 

: _ t. - n • ; fi s i ng 1 y , the people who were arrested 
are pul iMlj i ' v active people the pul ice got pic- 
tures of 'i the demonstration. More indictments 
arc ex;*-, ted after the cops finish examining their 
pictures. e.ne felony charges me expected. 

Send lunations for defense to Bowling Green 
. .llu Inn l rrv__Sl -Green 43402 . 

News be r ’ i cc ( :> 1(> \ June 2 , 1 \) 7 1 more . 
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INTERNAL NEWSLETTER FOR LNS SUBSCRIBERS, NOT FOR PUBLICATION 


From: National Peace Action Coalition, 150 5th 

Ave . , No. 911, New York, N.Y. 10003. Temporary 
phone (212) 260-0210 

The National Peace Action Coalition is 
sponsoring a national antiwar convention in 
New York City on July 2-3-4. All organizations 
and individuals who oppose the war are invited. 

All who register will have voice and vote. The 
convention will begin with keynote speaker^ at 
7:30 Friday evening, July 2, and there will be 
discussion groups and plenary sessions Saturday 
and Sunday, July 3 and 4. 

Registration cost $6 for adults, $3 for 
college students and $2 for junior high and 
high school students. There will be low cost 
hotel housing and child care available during the 
sessions . 

For information and literature write to the 
address listed above. 

* * * 

From: STP Office, 5918 Voltair St. , San Diego, 

Cal. 92107, (714) 224-4095 

Last year 2,000 people marched on the Naval 
Electronics Lab (NEL) to protest the Cambodian 
invasion. This year a-demonstration a ^ ^EL is 
being called for Monday, June 14 at 6 a.m., Flag 
Day. 

This will be a national action. Housing is 
available. For more information contact the 
Coalition for Peace and Justice at the above 
address . 

* * * 

From: El Pajarito Mensajero c/o Kiko Fernan- 

dez, Temple E-20 Santa Ana, Rio Piedras, Puerto 
Rico 00927. 

Dear People: 

We are starting a youth culture newspaper 
where we are going to put our feelings together 
as well as our objectives as human beings. Nat- 
urally we want to publish what is happening in 
other parts of the planet, so we are asking for 
exchanges . 

•k k k 

From: " Summer '71”, Apt. IIP, 17 E. 96th St., 

New York, N.Y. 10028 

We're looking for interns ti.; t: ac- 

tivities conceived and executed by v-prig people 
for a documentary film. If you are under 21 and 
have a summer project devised by yourself or 
your friends, we need your he’ • i‘ ' that are 
for fun, "good works, ’ exp-T ; rent? in living, all 
qualify. Send in a short descrjp t;. on t:> the 
above address. 


is people against war and repression. The events 
will take place in a footbal stadium so there* s 
plenty of room for displays, workshops. 

If you're interest e d in helping out--bands, theater, 
films and speakers are needed--please write to 
The Movement. 

* * * 

From: Powwow, c/o Noonan, M-22, Sveavagen 166, 

S 113 46 Stockholm, Sweden. 

The United Nations is holding a huge conference on 
the "Human Environment" in Stockholm, June 5-16 
1972... 1200 delegates ... 1100 journalists. While 
the politicians are passing endless resolutions, 
the people will have a Powwow. Powow is action- - 
direct actions, demonstrations, parades, street 
theater, exhibitions, leaflets, bulletins, films, 
underground comic strips. 

Join these decentralized actions June 5-16, 1972. 
Write to us and tell us what you think of the U.N. 
conference and of Powwow. 

* * * 

From: Our Choking Times, P.0. Box 3026, Columbus, 

Ohio 43210. 

This article (which LNS has excerpted) is directed 
to all the diverse black student union’s around the 
country. We would like responses from other black 
groups . 

Our Choking Times is the black students 1 newspaper 
at Ohio State University. 

"...Today we have many Black groups who are 
making ^or the total liberation of Black people 
all over the world. Some feel that the best way to 
change the situation ... is to pick up the gun... Others 
want to integrate into this racist society and... work 
within the system. There are others who feel we must 
develop a land base (Africa) and work for the total 
liberation of it... there are some who feel Black 
people must instill pride within themselves by 
wearing dashikis, reading poems and learning their 
African past and culture. There are many others 
but these seem to be the main ones... 

"...Looking at all these groups working for 
the total liberation of Black people, one must ask 
the question, are Black people free? The answer is 
NO!. In order to get freedom in America, one must 
take it, because the oppressors are not going to 
GIVE it to you. All Black groups must join together 
and forget their ideological and personal differences 
and work for this goal... 

"In conclusion , Black groups must forget their 
differences and join together in one force. Not 
many forces. A divided people will never be free. 
Remember this old but true statement, "United we 
stand, divided we fall." Our Choking Times takes 

stand .Please join us. We must be free now!" 


From: The Movnen , P.0. j' , 

Station, Nortn B^gen, N. )7* ?. 

There • ,;i1 t -aUv, 
films nr. 1 . .* rs i. t : t 1 ’ 

June 2 6th from 9a.m. to 12 midnight 
Page b 


ror i he full text of this statement please write to 

'tir Che king Times . 


The tli erne 

u n : -vriON 
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2, WOMEN AND THEIR BODIES: THE PILL 

(Editor* $ Note: The following is taken from a 

series of health talks put together by the Ithaca , 

N * I . Women r s Health Project . Other lectures cover 
sexuality > anatomy , menstruation , women and the 
mo.lth industry 3 socialization > etc , For infor- 
mation on setting up your own women* s health 
class contact the project c/o Linda Gleich, 404 
Eddy St.j Ithaca , N.Y. 14850.) 

In the 19th century, a woman's life was de- 
termined by the biological reality that she was 
the bearer of children. We are no longer biolog- 
ically bound because of the spread of contraceptives 
over the last forty years. But this is an ambi- 
guous liberation since societal attitudes toward 
women and the roles they can play are still basic- 
ally the same. We are still the second sex. Our 
primary role is still wife and mother. Our fam- 
ilies may be smaller but our place is still in 
the home. 

In the last ten years, there has been a stag- 
gering increase in the availability of contracep- 
tive devices, yet it is clear that many of the 
reasons behind their present availability or previ- 
ous lack of it, have nothing to do with a woman's 
health or with her right of choice. Population 
control "experts” and drug companies have realized 
the tremendous profits involved in the marketing 
of contraceptives. 

The ideal contraceptive does not yet exist. 

Such a method would be 100% effective and safe, 
chemically inert, have no side effects, would not 
interfere with sexual pleasure and would be cheap. 
Until such a contraceptive exists women must be 
able to obtain complete information about all 
available methods in order to decide for them- 
selves . 

A healthy woman (not pregnant or breast feed- 
ing) menstruates approximately every 28 days. Soon 
after menstruation begins, the pituitary gland se- 
cretes a hormone, FSH, which stimulates the growth 
of ovarian follicles and the secretion of estrogen 
oy these follicles. 

Around the 14th day of the cycle, another hor- 
mone, LH, is secreted causing one follicle to 
capture and release an egg. The ruptured fojlicle 
then secretes progesterone. 

As the quantity of estrogen and progesterone 
increases, less LH and FSH is secreted. If the 
<v?g is fertilized estrogen and progesterone secre- 
tion increases so as to block the secretion pf LH 
and FSH and pregnancy begins. 

The oral contraceptive creates a psuedo-preg- 
pancy in the woman's body. Each pill contains 
enough estrogen and progesterone to block ovulation. 
In addition, progesterone acts to make pregnancy 
unlikely even if ovulation occurs. It causes the 
cervical mucous to become thick and inpenetrable 
to sperm cells and disrupts the growth of the 
uterine lining making it unreceptive to a ferti- 
lized egg. 

Thre are two types of oral contraceptives : 
combination and sequential. The combination type 
includes 20 or 21 identical pills each containing 
a synthetic estrogen and progesterone. Natural 
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hormones are not used in the pill. 

Sequential pills differ in that you first take 
a series of pills containing only synthetic estrogen 
and then a series containing both synthetic estrogen 
and progesterone. 

The amount of estrogen in the pill is important. 

No more than .05 milligrams per pill of estrogen 
is necessary to block ovulation. Although still 
sold in the U.S., Britain keeps pills with more 
than this amount off the market. . Sequential pills 
are highly estrogenic and therefore are more likely 
to produce estrogen-related side effects than the 
combination type. Moreover, the sequential pill 
only prevents pregnancy by blocking ovulation, 
and does not cause the changes in the cervical 
mucous and uterus to prevent fertilization and 
implantation. Women using the sequential type 
pills should ask their doctor about a change. 

The advantages of the pill are well-known. Proper 
use of the combination pill provides 100% effec- 
tive contraception. 

The disadvantages of the pill are numerous and 
are concerned with the safety of use, not the 
effectiveness. The following disadvantageous 
side-effects are nuisance effects which commonly 
appear during the first three cycles of pill use 
while the body adapts to its new hormonal level. 

They are all related to estrogen in the pill. Any 
of these which persists longer than three months or 
is particularly annoying should be {wrought to a 
doctor's attention; J 

1. ) Nausea accompanied by cramps or vomiting may 
occur during the first few days of the cycle. This 
side-effect can be reduced by taking the pill after 
a full meal, before sleep, with milk or with a 
mild antacid. 

2. ) Estrogen leads to the body retention of 
salts and fluid retention. This can lead to a 
bloated feeling, cramping or swelling of the legs, 
breast discomfort, rapid weight gain or itchiness. 
Fluid retention is generally harmless except for 
women with migraine headaches, epilepsy, high 
blood pressure, vascular disease or heart defect 
or disease. Fluid retention can be alleviated 

by a low salt diet, restricted water intake and 
if necessary a diuretic. 

3. ) A white or clear vaginal discharge which 
is usually harmless . If it becomes bothersome, 
see a doctor. 

The following are side effects are related to 
progesterone excess : mood changes including 

depression, changes in sexual desire, increased 
appetite and weight gain, fatigue, oily scalp and 
skin, changes in facial and body hair and breast 
enlargement. Side effects related to progester- 
one either remain constant or worsen with each 
cycle. A doctor should be consulted about them. 

If a woman is on a pill with more than one milli- 
gram of progesterone daily, these side effects 
can usually be eliminated by change to an oral 
contraceptive with less progesterone. 

Breakthrough bleeding and spotting between 
periods can be indicative of progesterone deficiency 
If it persists after the fourth cycle, a pill with 
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more progesterone might be suitable. 

The one important condition for which an 
association with oral contraceptive use has been 
definitely established is thromboembolism (blood 
clots) and its sometime fatal outcome, pulmonary 
embolism (heart attack) . Increase in the blood 
clotting factors have been observed in women on 
the pill. Tests in Britain and in the United 
States have now determined a statistically sig- 
nificant increase of thromboembolic disorders 
among women on the pill as compared to non-users. 

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) gives 
the following statistics: 

1. ) The risk of thromboembolic complications 
is six times higher for users than for non-users. 

2. ) The estimated death rate from blood clot- 
ting in women taking the pill is six deaths per 
200,000 users per year as compared to one death in 
200,000 women per year not taking the pill. 

Studies have also shoWn that the excess death 
rate is significantly reduced in women using low 
dose preparations, those containing .05 mg. of 
estrogen. Also, women with type 0 blood have a 
lesser risk. And, sequential pills have a greater 
risk associated with their use. The risk also 
seems to increase with age. 

The proof that the pill does cause clotting 
problems puts an end to the arguments that the 
pill is harmless. But the question of the suita- 
bility of the pill is still open. In actual numbers 
of women affected, the reports are not that alar- 
ming. If the total risk of the pill is three 
deaths per 100,000 women per year, and hospitali- 
zation for one in every 2,000 users for non-fatal 
blood clotting diseases, many women and their 
doctors might find the risk acceptable. But, 
thromboembolism is just the beginning, there are 
many other suspected risks. 

The possibility of pill-linked cancer is a 
major controversy. At this point there is not 
adequate data to confirm or deny a relationship 
between the pill and cancer, primarily because 
every known cancer producing element takes at 
least ten ten years to cause cancer. The re- 
lationship is suspected because estrogen has caused 
cancer in at least five different experimental 
animals. In fact, the FDA has banned poultry pro- 
ducers fron using estrogen s to fatten chickens be- 
cause of cancerous effects. At the same time, the 
FDA approves for human usage a pill with 100,000 
times more estrogen in it than they allow for 
chickens. Treatment with estrogenic compounds has 
been shown to cause breast cancer in males. 

The pill has been found to cause tissue changes 
in the cervix, uterus, breast and ovaries. These 
tissue changes are not malignant but the changes 
are seen by some doctors as indicative of increased 
susceptabi li ty or as pre-cancerous stages which 
may express themselves later in a cancer epidemic. 
Cancer researchers are now considering the hypo- 
thesis that anything that alters the natural milieu 
within the body may upset its natural defenses 
against cancer. 


It is medically agreed upon that at least in 
the case of breast and ovarian cancer, there is an 
increased risk for women with a family history of 
the disease. Any woman with such a family history 
or a personal history of cancer should not use the 
pill. Higher dosage pills and longer exposure is 
also believed to increase this risk. A periodic 
bi-annual examination including a breast examin- 
ation and a Pap smear is important for all women. 

The pill has some effect on 50 different meta- 
bolic processes--chemical reactions in the body that 
sustain life--although how and how seriously is 
primarily unknown. 

For instance, insulin and glucose tolerance can 
be adversely affected by estrogen produced naturally 
during pregnancy or taken in the pill. Insulin is 
necessary for the digestion of sugar. A low level 
of circulating insulin leads to diabetes. The pill 
doesn’t cause diabetes but it may aggravate an 
existing condition of low glucose tolerance. Thus 
a woman with a family history of diabetes or an 
abnormal glucose tolerance should be watchful and 
have a yearly glucose tolerance test. In women 
without any prodisposing factors, glucose tolerance 
may be affected during the pill use but in short 
term studies, the condition is reversed when the 
pill use ends. Any permanent effects for thtse 
women are at this point unknown . 

Liver function is affected by pregnancy and by 
the pill. In susceptible women, the hormones of 
pregnancy causes recurrent jaundice during a 
* pregnancy. The pill can induce a similar condition. 
Jaundice is characterized by extreme itchiness and 
a yellow discoloration of the skin, nails, and eyes. 
Women who have been found to develop jaundice on the 
pill, have found that stopping reverses the con- 
dition. Any malfunction of the liver including 
hepititis is an indication that the pill shouldn’t 
be used. It is the liver which must metabolize 
these hormones. 

There may be a connection between oral con- 
traceptives and high blood pressure in some cases, 
but that has been reversed with stopping use of 
the pill. Doctors recommend regular two to three 
months blood pressure checks for women on the oral 
contraceptive . 

By increasing the moisture and changing the 
acidity in the vagina--the oral contraceptive 
creates a climate in which gonorrhea thrives. Hence, 
a woman using no contraceptive has a 40% chance of 
getting gonorrhea from an infected male but a pill 
user has practically an 100% chance. 

Mounting evidence from medical literature links 
the pill to arthritic symptoms and to joint diseases, 
s Women with arthritic or other joint problems should 
discuss them with the doctor before using the pill. 
There are tests for these problems. 

In the early days of the pill use, there was some 
talk of increased fertility with pill use. This is 
now considered a myth and fact the opposite may be 
true, Ovaxian atrophy caused to extended pill use 
may affect ovarian function for some time after pill 
f, se stops . Some women do not get their periods for 
the first few months after stopping use. Any woman 
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who has plans for children in the future should be 
warned of a possible delay in her ability to do so 
after going off the pill. Statistics for permanent 
infertility connected with oral contraceptive use 
range from 1.0 to 1.5 percent. 

The pill's affect on future generations is 
another unstudied area. One study does show an 
increase in triploid which is the occurance of 69 
chromosones instead of the normal 46. This ab- 
normality is almost always lethal for the fetus 
within the first three months of pregnancy. 

Pills may inhibit a woman’s ability to produce 
enough milk to breast feed and the hormones of the 
pill can be found in the milk. Women should check 
with a doctor before resuming pill use after child- 
birth . 

Another disease possibly increase by pill use 
may be stroke--death to part of the brain because 
of insufficent oxygen. Strokes are usually related 
to age or in younger women to a specific disease 
such as diabetes and high blood pressure. In some 
cases, strokes occur in relation to pregnancy or 
during post-partum when the hormone balance is ab- 
normal. There have been reports of pill associated 
deaths from stroke. Severe, debilitating headache 
may be a stroke symptom. 

Eye specialists believe the pill may cause 
cataracts and other eye disorders. Rise of blood 
pressure and blood coagulation may be a factor. 

Doctors are now pretty sure that high levels of 
certain blood lipids are associated with the in- 
cidence of heart attacks. 

* * * 

Obviously, a woman trying to reach a decision 
on the pill faces a tremendous problem. Pro-pill 
advocates say the known risk of blood clotting 
diseases is small and that some of the potential 
hazards will probably turn out to be exaggerated 
after more investigation. 

We think that at this time the future pill 
behavior for current or prospective users should 
follow these guidelines. First of all, don’t 
abandon the pill in panic before selecting an al- 
ternative method. Secondly, if you are taking or 
considering the pill, make your doctor give you a 
proper examination and take a careful personal and 
family medical history to determine the risks of use 
for you. 


Diabetics should have semi-annual glucose 
tolerance tests and be sure their oral contracep- 
tive contains ethinyl estediol if they chose to 
use this form of contraception. 

Besides a careful medical history, including 
questions on past pregnancies, your menstrual cycle, 
hereditary diseases and personal medical history, 
a proper general and gynecological exam should be 
performed. Blood pressure and weight should be 
recorded and samples of blood and urine taken. Your 
breasts should be examined and a Pap vaginal smear 
taken to check for cancerous signs. These pro- 
cedures should be repeated bi-annually. Also, when- 
ever you see a doctor for any care, especially if 
tests are to be taken your oral contraceptive use 
should be mentioned. 
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SQUATTERS EVICTED IN ROME 

ROME (LNS) --Rome is surrounded by working class 
ghettos with serious housing shortages. In Tibor- 
tino, one of the poorest, 200 people took over four 
city-owned apartment buildings at the end of March. 

Bank interest rates are very high in Rome, and 
few private developers are willing to speculate 
on low-income housing. An average Italian worker 
earns about 100,000 lire ($167.00) a month. During 
the current housing crisis a two bedroom apartment 
(for a family of six or more), without heat or hot 
water (for which you pay extra) went for 40,000 lire 
($75) a month or 40% of the worker's monthly wage. 

Many people were surprised when the police, ful- 
ly armed, arrived to breakdown the barricades on 
the second day of the take-over. Two years ago a 
similar, but smaller, action ended with a police 
attack, but this time nobody expected violence in 
view of upcoming local elections . 

The bust came early in the morning right af- 
ter a local liberal politician had persuaded some 
of the squatters to start removing the barricades. 

The police arrested several people as they cleared 
the buildings. 

Angered by the busts, four hundred students 
immediately took over another building in the dis- 
trict. This time the police charge was resisted 
and at the end of a short melee several students 
were arrested and many were injured. 


Women who have or who have had: thromboembolism, 
thrombophlebitis, pulmunery ambolism, a "stroke", 
retinal thrombosis, heart disease, severe endocrine 
disorder, recurrent jaundice of pregnancy or any 
form of cancer must not take oral contraceptives. 
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CHRISTOPHER ST. LIBERATION MARCH: JUNE 27 


Women who have or have had migraines, high NEW YORK (LNS) --Gay Pride Week will end on 
blood pressure, varicose veins, epilepsy, significant June 27 with the 1971 Christopher Street Liber- 
psychological p 


of special 
changes in 

Women 
disease or 
t raceptive 
trol and i 
cured . 


'oblems or diabetes should be aware 
risk and be carefully observed for 


Women and men will assemble at 
York’s Christopher Street to 
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ing the pill. 


with mild endocrine disorder, liver 
ki ;iney disease can cake the oral con- 
if the endocrine disorder is under ccn- 
rbe S idney ^ live. d. s ease is completely 


ation Day March.. 

12-2 P.M. on New 
march up Sixth Avenue to Central Park’s Sheep 
Meadow for a celebration of Gay pride and soli- 
darity. East Coast Gay Liberation groups will 
participate, as well as individual members of the 
Cay community. A similar march will be held in 
Los Angeles t Contact the Christopher Street Lib- 
eration Day \:omm, 247 W, 10th St, NYC, CH2-5273 -30- 


(#346) 


June 2, 1971 


Page 9 


UBERA'IION News Service 


more . . 


• i 


DALLAS JUDGE BRUSHES OFF LAWSUIT CHALLENGING 
TEACHERS' RIGHT TO SPANK 

DALLAS (LNS) - -After listening to two days' ar- 
guments of a suit challenging the Dallas School 
District's right to spank children, U.S. Dist. Judge 
William M. Taylor Jr. dismissed the case on May 13 
without coming to a decision. The judge had pre- 
viously postponed the case for six months. 

Back in the fall of 1969, Dallas teachers got 
a law passed which allows them to spank students 
as long as they have a parent's permission. But 
parents who testified against the law said that 
they had never been contacted when their children 
were spanked. 

The author of "Violence Against Children," 

Dr. David Gil, also testified against the law. He 
cited that the rate of child abuse per 100,000 
children in Texas is more than three times the 
national average of 9.3 . 

One of the state's witnesses was the paddle- 
maker for Sarah Zumwalt Junior High School, Stacy 
T. Mosley. He stated that he lost control when he 
spanked Roderick Oliver, a black student, uncon- 
scious last year, and therefore couldn't remember 
the details of that spanking. He admitted that he 
has spanked many students without their parent's 
permission . 

Mosley has criminal charges pending against 
him for spanking several male students in a nearby 
high school when he caught them walking in the 
halls without passes. He told the court that he 
has spanked Zumwalt Junior High School students in 
the halls, classrooms, in the bathrooms--whenever 
he found them and felt they deserved to be spanked. 
Mosley's paddles are 1/2 inch thick, 2 1/2 inches 
wide, and 22 inches long. 
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ALABAMA GI PROJECT WORKER 
AND 3 GIS BUSTED 

ANNISTON, Ala. (LNS) --One male staff member at 
the Fort McClellan, Alabama GI project, and four 
GIs from that base were busted May 29 on an eight- 
day-old warrant for illegal possession of marijuan- 
a. The project has been harrassed by the FBI for 
the past two months. 

Around 4:00, Saturday afternoon, one FBI agent 
and several Alabama highway patrolmen and local cops 
grabbed the four men who were sitting in the back 
yard of the civilian's house and then searched the 
house. No grass was found, but they were arrested 
and charged anyway. Bail has been set at $2500 
each and the men are still in jail. 

As soon as the men got to jail the cops began 
questioning them, not about grass but about their 
political involvement. The civilian was beaten 
when he refused :o answer Lbeij a ostions 

The six-month-old Ft. McC elicr. pro ect hi. us* 
serves as a meeting place for ant. j -war soldiers 
The base's population is 50 (h), salt of the people 
are WACs . I he : t. McClellan or ' .ct ( t‘ re r men and 
three women) also puts out a pap.-r c; , i»‘d U ft Fac‘- 

and a WAC --Jo- 
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GOVERNMENT HAS NEW WELFARE PLAN -- 

90% OF ALL RECIPIENTS FACE CUTS 

LIBERATION News Service 

WASHINGTON, D.C. (LNS) -- Under the present 
system, state and local governments share welfare 
costs with the federal government on a matching fund 
basis. Local governments decide how much they are 
going to pay recipients, and the federal government 
picks up half the tab. 

Under a new proposed federal Family Assistance 
Program (FAP) the federal government will pay a 
uniform $2400 a year to a family of four, and not 
require local governments to pay one cent more to 
recipients. This could result in reduced payments to 
the 90% of welfare families who now receive more than 
$2400 (only the states of Alabama, Arkansas, 

Louisiana, Mississippi and South Carolina pay less), 
since local governments will not be too anxious to 
shell out money for which there are no matching funds. 

In New York City, for example, welfare currently 
pays $36^ a t<? c S It £amily of four. If FAP becomes law, 
the federal government will pay the family $200 and 
state and local government can make up the $162 diff- 
erence only if they want to. 

"It's really welfare for the states," said John 
Kaufman of the National Welfare Rights Organization 
(NWRO) in Washington, "not for the people." 

The $2400 is clearly inadequate. According to 
the Department of Labor statistics, a family of four 
needs $6500 to make ends meet. To make matters worse, 
the new federal program does not allow for cost- 
of-living increases built into current state programs. 

Perhaps the most onerous aspect of the bill is 
its forced work requirement. All family members 
considered employable will be forced to register 
with a special division of the Labor Department 
called Opportunities for Families (OFF).' If a per- 
son refuses to register or refuses a job, that per- 
son will be thrown off welfare. This includes a 
mother where there is no male parent in the home , 

Recipients must also accept jobs that pay below 
the federal minimum wage, and provisions insuring 
that no one would have to take a job that endangers 
health and safety or that is too far from home have 
been eliminated from FAP. It is also possible un- 
der FAP to be denied welfare for six to nine months 
after losing a job. Since temporary kinds of work 
are often the onJy jobs that poor people can get, 
this provision makes their situation even more des- 
perate . 

liven if FAP is defeated in Congress, many states 
and local governments will undoubtedly continue to 
■; ,4 c their own initiatives in cutting back on welfare 
payment s . 

In New York this month, the State Legislature 
passed a one year residency requirement, thus making 
thousands of recently arrived poor people eligible 
4 or ieport at i cp" to their states of origin Mcd- 
cal and community services were curtailed in past 
ninths, their offices closed down, and allowances 
tor such items as children's clothing reduced In 
’ c-vada recently, a militant NWRO campaign was able 
*o iorcL the state to rescind a decision that would 
have cut off roughly half the state's welfare recipient: 


i r i • * 
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more . 


and reduced benefits for many more . 

And a few weeks ago several hundred people, 
poor blacks and whites, crowded into a stifling 
hot conference room at the offices of the Dept, 
of Health, Education, and Welfare in Atlanta, 
Georgia for a hearing on the new budget which 
goes into effect June 1. The New budget will 
put the maximum payment for a mother with three 
chldren at $133 a month. 

The local bureaucrats did their best to fend 
off the barrage of angry complaints, but none of 
them could answer the woman who wanted to know why 
the governor had a new swimming pool and tennis 
court at state expense while she couldn't afford 
to take the bus to the hospital. 

NWRO has urged its supporters to pressure 
their local congresspeople to kill PAP when it 
comes up for vote in June, and to support the 
NWRO- sponsored alternative bill that would pro- 
vide a $6500 annual income for a family and pro- 
vide benefits for nearly 100 million Americans. 

For more information you can get in touch 
with NWRO at 1419 H Street, N.W. Washington ,D . C . 
20005, tel. (202) 347-7727. 
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WILL THE GOVERNMENT GIVE UP ON THE HARLEM 6?-- 
TWO MISTRIALS SHAKE UP SEVEN YEAR OLD CASE 


by Janet Cyril 

NEW YORK (LNS)- -Towards the close of a New York 
spring that has been jam-packed with political 
trials, capped by acquittals for the Panther 21 
"bomb plotters"and the Harlem 5 "kil 1-a- cop-a-day 
conspiracy',' a retrial is about to begin in the 
case of six black men charged with the murder of 
a second-hand clothier in Harlem seven years ago. 


Years ago, when they were teenagers, the 
Harlem 6--Robert Rice, Wallace Baker, William 
Craig, Ronald Felder, Walter Thomas, and Daniel 
Hamm- -had a pigeon club on a Harlem rooftop. 
According to Truman Nelson, author of The Torture 
of Mothers, a book about the case, this pigeon 
club" led - to their first incident as a group with 
the local cops. 


One day, two carloads of detectives went to 
the rooftop", guns drawn, and searched the young 
men. When they refused to go to the precinct, 
maintaining that the}' had done nothing wrong, a 
crowd began to gather and the detectives decided 
to drop the matter. 


A few weeks later, on April 1 , 1964, two 
of those who became known 1 at u r a.-' the Harlem e 
were arrested. Daniel Hamm an I Wallace Bauer 
had interposed themselves between some Harlem 
children and some club -swinging -ew York volice^ 
in an incident some call the "fruit Stand Riot. 1 
Police drew guns and swung duos at a group ot 

children who had allegedly ov timed a fruit 

stand on Lenox Avenue near IJut . it. lamm and 
Baker attempted to protect tn' cn i 1 a ren and 
wound up getting beaten unmorc i : u t iy for - -e 
oral hours back at tie ore cm ct form. 


Then, less than two wcc.ns later, t; 
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were rounded up on charges of murder, attempted 
murder, and attempted robbery after the slaying 
of Margit Sugarman and the wounding of her us an 
Frank. The couple were proprietors of a second- 
hand clothing shop on 125th St . , a main boulevard 
in Harlem. 

A racist crusade by the New York Times began 
almost immediately and becameprogressively more shn 
progressively more hysterical, and finally cul- 
minated in unsubstantiated tales of a non-existent 
gang they called the "Blood Brothers." According 
to the New York Times fiction, there were groups 
of Black youths roaming the streets of Harlem for 
the sole purpose of killing white people--the six 
were allegedly linked to this gang. 

After repeated denials of their constitutional 
rights, including the right to counsel of their 
own choice, the six were convicted and sentenced 
to life imprisonment. Almost three years later, 
in May 1968, the State Court of Appeals granted 
a retrial on grounds that the proseuction had in- 
deed used improperly obtained evidence and confess- 
ions. 

So far, the retrial of Rice in 1970 resulted 
in a new conviction and sentence to life imprisonment, 
and State Supreme Court Justice Backer refuses 
to let Daniel Hamm withdraw a guilty plea he 
once made. Hamm petitioned Backer, listing many 
violations of his rights, but the motion was denied 
and Hamm has been resentenced to 15-35 years in 
j ai 1 . 

But the retrial of the four other defendants-- 
Backer, Craig, Fedder, and Thomas--ended in a 
mistrial with a hung jury. Their trial, which 
ended in March 1971 after five days of jury delib- 
eration, reportedly cost the taxpayers $500,000, 
and now there is a prospect of a third trial. 

Attorneys (including Conrad Lynn and Gussie 
Kleinman) and supporters still hope to free the 
men who are now in their twenties . In addition to 
legal pleas, a petition was recently submitted to 
Manhattan District Attorney Frank Hogan, signed by 
29 people including Harlem Congressman Charles 
Range 1 , Manhattan Borough President Percy Sutton, 
actor Ossie Davis, and Representative Bella Abzug. 

The petition calls for the release of the men either 
probation or parole. 

The four defendants awaiting a third trial 
will return to court on June 8 when defense attor- 
neys will ask for dismissal of the case or at 
least bail. Judge Backer will preside. 
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U.S. COMPANY MEETS GUERRILLA DEMANDS IN ARGENTINA 

ROSARIO, Argentina (LNS) --The manager of a 
large U.S. corporation was released here by his 
guerrilla captors on May 29 after the company a- 
greed to distribute foodstuffs to the population and 
Ho ,<'■)! lie so no of the 400 workers it had laid off. 

Manie;. S> 3 roster, the Argentine-bom manager 
of t 1 : e Swift, meatpacking plant in Rosario and 
Honorary British consul in the city, was captured 
ai.d detained by a unit of the People's Revolutionary 
\niw { l.Rp t one of five major urban guerrilla or- 
. ! ij7 1 e 2 / 1971 more 


ganizations now operating throughout the country. 

After a trial in which Sylvester was found 
guilty of exploiting the people, ERP demanded that 
Swift distribute $62,500 worth of meat, sugar, 
bread, salt, coffee, blankets and other items of 
prime necessity to the residents of Rosario ! s 
slum districts. Swift complied, and thousands of 
people turned out to get the foodstuffs from the 
trucks that went into the slums, and the meat 
given out at the plant. 

Swift also agreed to the guerrillas other 
major demand to rehire some of the 400 workers 
laid off by the company's decision to move out of 
Argentina. 

Although ERP warned that Sylvester would be 
executed if police discovered where he was being 
held, more than 500 local agents and federal 
troops were deployed in a fruitless week long 
search for the prisoner. 

The Swift plant in Rosario is now actually 
owned by the Deltec Corporation, a holding company 
for Swift, Armour and other interests of the inter- 
national meat trust. More than 20,000 Argentine 
workers have been thrown out of work in the past 
year due to the trust's decision to shift its 
operations to countries where wages are lower and 
the workers less organized and militant. 
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************************************************** 
BOBBY- -FREE AT LAST 

NEW HAVEN (LNS) --After nearly two years in 
jail, Bobby Seale walked out of New Haven Federal 
Courthouse May 29 free at last. He was met at the 
door by about 100 jubilant supporters including 
his brother John, David Hilliard, and three of the 
jurors who had voted to acquit him. 

Surrounded by the crowd, Bobby smiled broad- 
ly and greeted friends. He threw his arms around 
the jury's foreman, Robert Gauthier, 30, and ju- 
ror Marilyn - Martino, 27, and Barbara Lanier, 30-- 
one of the five black women on the panel. 

"We worked six days to acquit you," said 
Gauthier, an employee of Western Electric. "I 
wish I could have stood up and acquit ed you in 
the courtroom." 

Bobby raised his fists in the air as he 
squeezed through the crowd to a car waiting fifty 
yards away and then drove off to the airport on 
his way home to California. 

Bobby and Ericka's trial ended Monday May 25, 
after six days of deliberations resulted in a hung 
jury --el even jurors in favor of acquittal and one 
in favor of conviction. On the following day 
Superior Court Judge Harold Mulvey dismissed the 
charges against them on the grounds that it would 
be practically impossible to pick a fair jury for 
another trial . 

Hricka was released immediately, Hit Bobby 
waited in jail for bail to be :-;e f r >r contempt 
charges stemming from the 1 Ho 9 Chicago censpirac;. 
trial. His lawyers worked furious 1' , and finally 
on Thursday he was allowed post s'fy'fu ror an 

appe a l bond oil the contempt charges . 

Page 12 L I Hi ^ A ! i ON News 


His release was also held up because the gov- 
ernment insisted that he sign the bail bond agree- 
ment in Chicago . But on Friday morning an agree- 
ment was worked out in Chicago so that the papers 
could be brought to Connecticut for Bobby's sig- 
nature. Friday afternoon he was free. 




VIETNAM BUDDHISTS CALL FOR U.S. CEASEFIRE, 
DEMAND TIMETABLE FOR COMPLETE WITHDRAWAL 

WASHINGTON (LNS) --In a dramatic statement by 
Thich Nhat Hanh, overseas spokesman of the Unified 
Buddhist Association of South Vietnam, Vietnamese 
Buddhists have called for an immediate unilateral 
U.S. cease-fire, an announced time-table for the 
total withdrawal of U.S. forces, and an end of 
U.S. support for the present Saigon government. 

Although the Buddhists have been leaders in 
the popular resistance movement ever since they 
played a key role in overthrowing Diem in 1963, they 
have until recently tended to emphasize their 
differences with the National Liberation Front (NLF) 
and other more outspoken groups. For this reason, 
the U.S. once pinned great hopes to a plan of 
using the Buddhists as an anti -communist third 
force in Vietnam. 

But the statement by Thich Nhat Hanh, a monk 
exiled by the Saigon government since his outspoken 
lecture tour of the U.S. in 1966, represents a 
major drift by the Unified Buddhist Association 
toward the position of the Provisional Revolutionary 
Government and the People's Peace Treaty now being 
circulated in the U.S. and in Vietnam. 

Hanh's May 25 statement challenged the Nixon 
Administration’s claims that a unilateral cease- 
fire would endanger the remaining U.S. troops. 

"Such a cease-fire will not risk American 
lives. If American troops withdraw to positions 
of self-defense, pending withdrawal, the NLF will 
not attack them in order to draw them back into the 
whole terriotry," Hanh insisted. "The desire for 
peace in Vietnam is so great that those who do not 
show good will to end the war will lose much 
support ." 

If the U.S. government stops supporting the 
present Saigon government, Hanh said, the Vietnamese 
will take steps leading "to the end of corruption 
and dictatorship in Siagon, to the release of 
political prisoners, to the restoration of religious 
and civil liberties, and to the formation of a 
peace government 
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HUNDREDS CONFRONT PROGERS AT COLGATE GRADUATION 

HAMILTON, N. Y. (LNS) --More than a third of Colgate 
University's graduating class stood up at graduation 
coremonies this week to confront the keynote speaker, 
Secretary of State William Rogers, with a pledge: 

"If drafted, wc will not accept a combat role in 
Indochina." Hundreds of faculty members, parents 
and friends joined them. 

Tiie president of Colgate told the audience 
after the demonstration that the action had been a 

"Misuse of me ....the occasion A ... and the Secretary of 

Service ■ :J 746 ) June 2, 1971 end text /St ate . " - 30- 
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